Ashbourne Practice NewsletteAugust 2010

National strengths Local service
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have seen some rgrowth in the pastures and may even be planning to shut some up for 3rd cut silage if the
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July was an exciting month for Westpoint (Ashbourne) with the arrival o
3rd vet. Sarah Tomlinson will already be known to many of you, having &
and worked in the area for the past 9 years as well as being marriec §
local farmer. Having Sarah on board will allow us to continue to provid |
kind of high quality, personal service our clients have become accust #
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interests lie in large animal surgery and health planningspecially fol
sheep and beef farms.

Farmer clubs- We plan to launch beef and sheep clubs for Westp
clients this Autumn so keep your eyes peeled for further information.

Join us for a drink- Come and see us on our stand at Ashover s '
where we have sponsored the dairy classes and will have a keg of bee
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TB Testing NewsWe have been notified this week by Animal Health that changes are to
made to TB testing in this region. From 1st August onwards all short interval, contiguous,
inconclusive reactor tests will be carried out by ministry staff. We will continue to perfo
outine herd tests where no reactors have been found, tracings, andnaeement tests. |If
this is likely to affect you over the next few months and you have any concerns, please g
touch with the practice.

sense to vaccinate against a disease that your flock |
proven to be exposed to, blindly vaccinating is ar
A number of our sheep farmers took on the issue oéxpensive strategy.

Calling all Sheep Vaccinators

abortions this year, by taking
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blood testing scheme. |
Barren ewes were bled at the:™ =
end of the lambing seasoni =
and the samples weref =
submitted to the laboratory
for testing. It was very o
satisfying, that through this
sampling, a cause of abortiorf®
was identified on every farm S
tested. o

Mule ewe with Texel cross twins

Chlamydia (aka Enzootic

Both vaccines must be given before
tupping (Toxovax at least 3 weeks
prior to mating, Enzovax at least 4
weeks) so now is the time to get going
with this. It may not seem like
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already time to get ready for next
year. All vaccines are available at
www.farmacy.co.uk or directly

through the practice- if you are

unsure which vaccine we have
recommended you, feel free to give us
a call. Equally, if you are concerned

abortion) and Toxoplasma are by far the two mostbout abortions and/or poor lamb health and want to

frequent causes of abortion, and both can beYl { S
vaccinated against.
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Whilst it makes good financiadiscuss these with you.
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Infectious Disease Meeting

Our first summer client meeting saw 25 local farmers gathered at the Bentley Brook Inn to discuss the twin pe
W2KySQa YR .20AyS AN}t S5AFNNK2SIF 6. 5000 ¢t KSa
and cause considerable financial losses to farmers whilst also affecting the wellbeing of the livestock. Prever
the key to tackling infectious disease so the meeting focused on identification of these diseases and strateg
reducing the level of infection within a herd and preventing transmission teimi@cted stock.

The group heard an industry view from Roger
Evans, on behalf of Dairy UK who spoke of the
need for farmers to come to terms with the
presence of disease on their farms and start to
tackle them head on. There should be no stigma
attached to having Johnes or BVD in your herd as
they can enter insidiously with bought in stock or
even over the fence in the case of BVD. The kay
thing for any farmer is to be aware of what
diseases they have and through consultation with
their vet, develop a plan of action to deal with it.

Justin Frankfort of National Milk Records gave the

group the benefit of his expertise in how to test

animals as part of ongoing surveillance, and
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worked to incorporate quarterly milk test results

into a riskbased management plan.

Providing the veterinary input was Stuart Patterson from Westpoint (Ashbourne) and after outlining the key
associated with these diseases and their control, Stuart led a lively discussion on how best to stop these d
getting past the farm gate. Ideas from the group included dedicated visitor parking to stop poten
contaminated vehicles coming into livestock areas, disinfection upon entry and exit of farm premises
thorough knowledge of the health of new animals coming onto farm. A plea was also made to any walke
footpaths crossing farmland to respect the potential for spreading disease by sticking to paths, where mark
order to cross as directly as possible.

The positivity of the group, and the keenness to adopt control strategies was very encouraging. It would be
to see farms from this area of Derbyshire being used as a beacon of best practice nationally in the future.

Dairy Discussion Group

I have mentioned the idea of a dairy discussion group before but we now have sufficient numbers of dairy fa
to make it a really viable option. With support from DairyCo we are planning our first meeting fi
mid-September and it is fitting that the very first client of the practice has kindly agreed to host the laun
meeting.

Andrew Mycock of Flagg Hall Farm, is planning improvements to the cubicles used to house the bulk of the
cows that he has in milk at any one time and we felt that this would form an excellent stimulus for a discuss
on cow comfort and how optimising the housing arrangements can affect everything from feed intakes &
lameness to yield and fertility. Further details of this meeting will be announced later this month and we will a
to meet every other month throughout the winter with a trip further afield in the spring to see what farming
systems are employed elsewhere in the UK.

| am keen to make the group active, informal and fardeven with meetings geared towards making real and
positive changes to the profitability of your businesses so the more people that come along and share tl
views and experiences, the more successful it will be!

Please call or email me to register your interest and offer any suggestions you may have for meeting topics
01335 361420 email: james.dixon@westpointfarmvets.co.uk).



