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One month In.......

The weather has been less then helpful and made getting around the county particularly challenging and at
quite amusing. Farmers never tire of watching the vet fall on his arse in the collecting yard, though sitting
hours on the M20 in snow is not my idea of fun. This constant changing of temperatures is really causing a
stress in the calves, and we have seen quite a few outbreaks of coughs and sneezes around the farms. |
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to have much less problems.
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important. To those few clients, who are thinking of not vaccinating against bluetongue this year, ple¢hs re
your decision. Bluetongue is still a massive threat to the British farming industry.

Now is the time to start looking at your barren ewes. In
conjunction with Scherinlough we are offering the
Barren Ewe Check. If your barren rate is high then get
touch with us to arrange a visit. This is a subsidissg
service that could really pay dividends in years to come}|
the reason for the ewes not being pregnant is identified &

Investing in animal health
the time has never been better!

Livestock keepers in the South East will soon be able { ‘
take advantage of two schemes aimed at improving :
animal health and welfare, funded by SEEDA througH\icholas Ranson enjoying the snoowlhead Green Farm

the Rural Development Programme for England. The .

Farm Animal Health Planning Project, managed by the Practice News

NFU as part of Livestock Health South East, will enablein moves to pastures new As our Ashford clients
farmers to access subsidised animal health plans anghay know, we had to say goodbye to lan Lowe
laboratory testing through their local veterinary recently. lan has been with us for 2 years, and h:
practice. For businesses where capital investment mayyecome a much valued member of the Westpoir
be required to improve livestock health and welfare, team. He was always willing to go the extra mile ar
farmers will also be able to apply for grant funding of deliver the fully rounded service Westpoint has pride
up to 40%, through the Farm Resource Improvementitself on. He has been lured away from Kent by h
Programme (FRIPQ which will also consider grant fiancé to work in Norfolk, and we wish him all the bes

applications for investments to improve energy and as he settles in to his new life. | suppose we all have
water use, and nutrient management. The total grow up some time!

amount of funding set aside for FRIP is £2.5m, unt|ITelephone cover at Ashford Unfortunately Carrie

SEEEmLer 2001, Jarvis is having to take time off from her work as offic
If you are interested in taking part in either the Farm manager at our Ashford practice. Her duties will b
Animal Health Planning Project or the Farm Resourceplit between the rest of the team at Ashford anc
Improvement Programme, please contact your localpacked up by the teams at Sevenoaks and Warnham.

branch or Dr Lindsay Heasman on 07912 799961 oyou experience any problems call Paul Horwood ¢
email info@livestockhealthsoutheast.org.uk mobile number 07702 692895



Trace Element Status in Dairy COWS: . wesson cunra

Trace elements are minerals that are required in very small amounts in the body. This group includes ¢
selenium, cobalt, manganese, zinc, iodine, iron and molybdenum. These minerals are involved with: g
fertility, calf survival, foot and udder health, bone strength and immune functiDeficiencies (and toxicities) in
the trace elements can have significant effects on animal health and

production.

Do you know the trace element status of your animals? You may have a !
idea of the level included in the diet, but does this reflect their true internal =
status? There are many factors affecting the dietary absorption of thesqus
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over-supplementing another.

The best way to assess trace element status is by measuring the level in t

animal. Blood tests are simple and effective for some but can be inaccurate _ _
Cleaning the sample site

for others particularly copper. Liver biopsies are the only way to accuratel
assess copper status.

Liver biopsy may sound a little scary but is actually a simple, low ris|

procedure. With good facilities the entire visit should take less than a
hour. The sample is taken from the standing cow, with a small amount o
local anesthetic, surgical prep and a long biopsy needle. Cows genera
tolerate the procedure well, and we normally sample four or five cows to
get a decent crossection of the herd. The result will enable us to
determine how much copper reserve the cow has and allow us to make
changes to the diet if necessary. Taking the sample
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There is very little recent work done in the UK on liver levels of copper
Worryingly, some farms that Westpoint have tested in the South West havg
revealed toxic levels of copper, from long term over supplementation.

The other trace elements we are interested in for best production aref
selenium, cobalt, zinc and iodine. These can all be measured through blod ™
testing. ‘ e {-
Please feel free to contact us at the practice if you have any quURFE

or are interested in getting your herd tested. Liver sample

Vaccination reminder.......

The last two summers have produced warm wet conditions just perfect for Husk. The Vctoc@ulus
viviparous larvae are picked up as the cattle graze and migrate to the lungs where they mature to adults. It i
maturing worms in the airways that then cause the damage and inflammation associated with the cough clas
Husk. Classically a disease of yearling heifers we now commonly see Lungworm affect adultheosvs
pneumonia often leads to at best reduced milk production but at worst death.

Routine worming may actually miss the risk period due to the weather being the main factor for larvae to h:
By far the best way of preventing an outbreak is to vaccinate animals as yearlings or even boosters to older
that may still be at risk.

Bovilis Huskvac contains irradiated larvae that when taken in still progress to the lungs but then fail to me
This triggers the immune response without causing disease. Planning is required for the best use of Huskva
the primary course should be completed 2 weeks prior to turnout: the first dose is thus required at least 6 w
before planned turnout. It is then recommended the vaccinated youngstock are then exposed to cow pastur
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Worming and grazing management are still required for the best growth rates and control of Husk. If in d
please contact the practice to discuss your regime and whether Bovilis Huskvac could help you in future.
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ACt faSt O n fo u I i n th e fo Ot by James Dixon Westpoint Derbyshire

Foul in the foot is one of the most distinctive and easily diagnosed foot diseases of cattle but all too oftel
effects can be worsened by delays in giving appropriate treatment.

Foul in the foot is caused by the invasion of damaged Interdigital skin by the baEws@hacterium necrophorym
facilitated by anything from excess exposure to slurry to sharp straw. Onset can be extremely fast with a co\
was fine at morning milking coming in on three legs in the afternoon.

What do we see? TOP T| P

Whenever a cow goes suddenly lame, the fir
step should always be to put her in the crush a
pick the foot up so a diagnosis can be made.
dairy farms are pushed for time these days b
there should always be time in the day that i
allocated to inspect and treat lame cows.

A typical foul presents with a seriously swolle
foot that the cow is reluctant to bear weight on
The claws themselves are not affected but t
skin between the claws is red, swollen, painful {
the touch, and often appears to have split ope
as a result of the swelling. Foul in the foot shou
not be confused with digital dermatitis, whic
affects the skin of the heel and appears as a mg
localised area of raw tissue and without a lot ¢

the swelling associated with foul. _ : _
Make sure the crush is set up in a clean, light a

What treatment should you choose? accessible place. If it takes 20mins to get sorted befo
A broadspectrum antibiotic is required to treatiRCCANCLINANE RSN S AR SRR CE N A N O
foul in the foot and a course of treatment should

last at least three days to ensure a complete kill of all the bacteria around the affected site.

Pfizer Animal Health have recently launched Naxcel, adatigg, broadspectrum antibiotic licensed for treatment
of foul in the foot. It provides -dlays cover from a single injection with no milk withdrawabo good to be true |
hear you cry! There is one little hitghi KS y 2 @St aol aS 2F GKS SINE Aye
product having an extremely long meat withdrawal is something that farmers will need to get used to.

In order to ensure the drug is used correctly it will be prescribed in conjunction witit@oee or small group
on-farm training sessions so that anyone that will be administering it on farm is happy and confident to use it.

Can | prevent foul in the foot?

As with most diseases, prevention is better than cure. Although you will always have the odd case of foul, the
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Foul Reduction Checklist
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fence and around water troughs

. When designing new areas of cow housing make passages and loafing areas as large as possible to
the build up of slurry

. Footbath regularly to reduce the amount of bacteria that colonise the skin of the feet

. Prevent pooling of slurry or dirty water by maintaining concrete and drainage systems

. Maintain good rumen health and investigate if dung becomes too loose



