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The Westpoint Prime Beef Teaimave been working hard with beef producers across the South to ensure thathei S
t NEFAG L YLINRGGYESRYuaning i éagy2010.

The overwhelming uptake follows from a hugely successful trio of meetings held in Warnham, Ashford and Midhur:
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service, delivered as a fixed cost. The introduction of a monthly payment pladisemlnted ratesaims to provide clients
with the opportunity tobudgetmore effectively.

Essentially the Beef Profit Improvement Plan consists of three core veterinary services:
Bull Fertility Examination(s) Herd Health Planning  Pregnancy Diagnosis

There has also been an encouraging level of uptake folitiie2 f Servi@ey @hich can be provided as part of the flexibl
plan. The Beef PIPs currently implemented have involved diverse services from faecal egg counting packages to yol
performance monitoring. Y R R N

Beef nutrition consultancy includingation formulation ;
for both the dry and lactating suckler cow has beery g !
immensely popular. As a result we are pleased t«
announce that this will be the first topic for the g,
Westpoint Beef Club Discussion Group in 20iQetails
G2 F2tt26 az22yX

If you would like further information on how a Beef Profit
Improvement Plan may benefit your herd please call you
local practice or speak to your vet to book RREE
on-farm consultation.
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At a time when supplementary feed prices are escalating and most forage stocks remain limited, cost effective wints
feeding should remain a priority foall suckler units.
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are still allowed tohide awayuntil calving, enjoying the benefits of a free lunch !

Wt NB 3y | y O &hrobgh redal @akpaticn @& a relativetyuick, cheapand easyway to highlight such barren animals,
equally identifying and facilitating management of cows in calf.
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offers a morevaluable opportunity, especially with favourable suckler cull cow prices reaching 97p /kg liveweight at t
end of 2009(EBLEX Cattle Update Jan 2010)

Is it worth knowing now ?

Stop empty cows, emptying your pocketContact your local practice today !

Science ® Commitment @ Results
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With your bulls working hard last year to obtain as many pregnhancies as possible and you having fed, bedded and v
your cows through the winter, calf survival rates are crucial to giving your herd the opportunity to pay you back.

Industry figures (Eblex better returns) have shown discrepancies of around £220 per cow in gross margins betwe
average farm and the top third performers within the industry. One of the key drivers of this difference is the numb:
animals sold per cow each year with targets of >95 live calves per 100 cows being achieved by those at the top of their

. Losses during pregnancy and in the first month of life can be costly, |
Infectious Causes of Calf LoSSeS  yjth the right approach to diet, housing and infectious diseas
management, these losses can be minimised.

Abortion/Reabsorbtion Reviewing calving figures from last season and discussing the res
e.g. BVD, Leptospirosis

with your vet helps identify areas of poor performance.

The next step is to investigate the problems, for instance with bloc

Calf Scours tests, which may seem expensive but it is a worthwhile investment

e.g. Rotavirus, E. Coli an accurate diagnosis is essential to match control measures to y«
individual farm situation.

Respiratory disease Once things have been put in place you can then reassess performa
e.g. RSV, IBR after the next calving season to check that you have achieved t
desired results.

Vaccination reminder.......

The last two summers have produced warm wet conditions just perfect for Husk. The Watac@ulus viviparo)s
larvae are picked up as the cattle graze and migrate to the lungs where they mature to adults. It is the ma
worms in the airways that then cause the damage and inflammation associated with the cough classic to
Classically a disease of yearling heifers we now commonly see Lungworm affect adwitherevpneumonia often
leads to at best reduced milk production but at worst death.

Routine worming may actually miss the risk period due to the weather being the main factor for larvae to hatc
far the best way of preventing an outbreak is to vaccinate animals as yearlings or even boosters to older cattl
may still be at risk.

Bovilis Huskvac contains irradiated larvae that when taken in still progress to the lungs but then fail to mature
triggers the immune response without causing disease. Planning is required for the best use of Huskvac sir
primary  course should be
completed 2 weeks prior to
turnout: the first dose is thus
required at least 6 weeks beforg
planned turnout. It is then
recommended the vaccinated
youngstock are then exposed tc
cow pasture for a week to allo
for some larval intake and ensure
GKS @I O0OAYS LN
system.

Worming and grazing manage
ment are still required for the best
growth rates and control of Husk,
If in doubt please contact the
practice to discuss your regime
and whether Bovilis Huskvac coult
help you in future.
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Spring Turnout

Spring turnoutis rapidly approaching, and it is the time o&s giving the best insight into an i
year to consider all of the usual, fly control, huskvak,y A YI f Qa Y AQyiHeWJI f
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worming, vaccination routines etc... But are you goigiye an insight into minera
to do anythingdifferent this year? levels over a period of time afaENL"
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Each year the problems posed liyer fluke appear to be _
worsening, with more farms suffering losses, often on unit§Vels  provided by  blood
with no history of difficulty. The vagaries of the Britisf@MPling. Livers can be takelVElElElhE

climate over recent times make predicting the fluke seasdh™ Slaughtered animals at the Elusizige
even more difficult. Losses can range from acute deathsat_l&atto'r' or sampled via BVD
slow growing, unproductive stock. It is worth speaking §JMPle procedure from  live
your local vet to put together a fluke prevention strategy animals in the field. In eithe

.. . . i d Infectious Bovine
this is the time of year to put this plan together. case, sampling a small numbe ) 9
y p P g of animals can offer a Rhinotracheitis (IBR)

Mineral supplements are very easily overlooked WheR, ajuable glimpse into the
considering beef cattle health. Both for optimum fertilite § NR QA YA y S NI ¢
and for growth rates we want to get the mineral  balanGe,igance on your
right, but all to often these minerals are either being blindly,ypjementation regime.
oversupplemented, often due to the skills of a persuasiv

e . . .
salesman, or are left lackind.iver biopsiesare recognised BIOS€cUrity is. not just a
consideration for

pedigree herds.
None of us want

a EISEERE Beware of poached

JELLCRUINUIEEY round in high lead
healthy herd, be [S¥eNs

it TB, BVD, IBR
etc.. and so it i
important to
consider it now.
Think about the
routes that
disease can be
transmitted and
this  will guide
your prevention
strategies. Fencing so as to prevent cross
herd nuzzling will prevent transmission via
nasal secretions and saliva. Pathogens
transmitted in faeces is controllable by
disinfection of vehicles and clothing when
moving between farms, or groups within your
own herd-particularly applicable if stock are
grazing on several different holdings. We
OFyQl R2 | -bbreeldisdases loufi
remember that fly and midge control is an
important weapon against disease spreaab
well as making the cattle more comfortable.
Just as important; know youherd health
status. Knowing what diseases you have, and
therefore have not, got is the first block in
building a disease control plan, and will also
influence what disease status stock you can
safely buy into your herd.

Leptospirosis

Fly Control

Correct Mineral
Supplementation

Check fields prior to turn
out for discarded
batteries/burnt out cars.

Check with your vet what diseases have been
found in your herd, and if there are any
others worth testing for.



